To  The  Clerk, 

Knighton  Urban  District  Council, 
Tovm  Hall, 

Knighton. 


I have  pleasure  in  forwarding  for  the  consideration  of 
your  Council  the  attached  Report  for  1953.  It  is  made  in 
accordance  with  Article  17  of  the  Minister  of  Health's 
Regulations,  1935. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Report  is  given  in  narrative 
rather  than  statistical  form;  the  small  figures  concerned 
make  statistics  of  little  value  - e.g.  the  one  recorded  death 
from  Tuberculosis  statistically  produces  a death  rate  of  0.54 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  0.20  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  contents  begin  with  population  and  then  as  far  as 
possible  follow  the  sequence  of  the  seven  ages  of  man. 

F'or  the  sake  of  the  Urban  District  Councillors,  and 
other  citizens  who  may  be  interested,  technical  jargon  has 
been  avoided  except  where  it  is  essential;  as  for  instance 
in  the  section  dealing  with  Water  Supply. 


Yours  faithfully, 


H.C.  Harley,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Population. 


The  estimated  population  of  Knighton  district  is  1,832s 
this  figure  excludes  approximately  120  residents  on  the  English 
hank  of  the  river  Teme,  who  occupy  the  twenty-six  houses  in 
Kinsley  Road,  in  that  port  of  the  town  within  the  rateable  area 
of  Clun  Rural  District. 


A comparison  with  the  population  in  former  years  and  in 
neighbouring  towns  is  given  below. 


— 

1931 

Census 

1951 

Census 

1952 

Estimated 

1953 

Estimated 

Increase 
in  No. of 
persons 
since  1931 

Decrease 
in  No .of 
persons 
.since  1931 

Knighton 

U.D. 

1836 

1871 

1842 

1832 

4 

Presteig] 

U.D. 

ne 

1102 

■ 

1257 

1262 

1263 

161 

! 

Llandr indod 
U.D.  i 2925 

3212 

3286 

3275 

350 

i 

Comment.  The  downward  trend  of  the  figures  for  Knighton  U.D. 
is  not  shared  by  Presteigne  and  Llandrindod  Wells,  and  reflects 
the  serious  decrease  in  the  population  of  Knighton  Rural  District, 
which  at  3,090,  is  865  fewer  than  in  1931. 


2.  Births  and  Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  32  live  births;  males  14  legitimate,  2 illegiti- 
m<-te;  females  16  legitimate.  One  of  the  Illegitimate  males  was 
two  months  premature  and  died  within  a few  days  of  birth.  No 
other  infants  died  during  the  year.  One  illegitimate  male  was 
stillborn. 

3 . Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

There  are  no  officially  recognised  Antenatal  or  Postnatal 
clinics,  but  one  of  the  General  Practloners  holds  an  Antenatal 
and  Postnatal  clinic  in  his  surgery  once  a month.  A District 
Nurse  attends.  In  addition  to  the  usual  general  and  obstetric 
examination,  a sample  of  blood  is  dispatched  to  the  Blood  Trans- 
fusion Centre  at  Birmingham  for  determination  of  the ^ Blood  Group, 
Rhesus  Factor,  \¥assermann  reaction  etc.  Cases  in  which  any 
unusual  hazard  to  mother  or  baby  is  recognised  are  referred  to 
the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  where  they  are  supervised  by  the 
Consultant  Obstetrician  and  admitted  for  the  confinement  if 
necessary . 

4 . Midwifery. 


of  the  33  Knighton  mothers  who  were  confined  during^the 
year,  thirteen  were  confined  in  their  own  homes  and  six  in 
Knighton  Hospital.  With  one  exception  these  nineteen  cases, 
which  were  supervised  by  the  District  Nurses,  received  analgesia 
administered  by  one  of  the  two  Minnitt’s  Nitrous  Oxide  and 
Oxygen  machines  with  which  the  two  District  Nurses^ are  provided. 
Both  nurses  hold  certificates  of  competence  to  administer 
analgesia.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths.  One  mother  urgently 
required  a Blood  Transfusion  which  was  given  in  her  home  by  the 
Obstetric  ‘'Flying  Squad"  from  the  Hereford  County  Hospital. 

Comment.  For  statistical  purposes  "midwifery  cases"  (in  which 
supervision  is  solely  by  the  District  Nurse  ) are  distinguished 
from  "maternity  cases"  (in  which  supervision  is  given  by  the 
doctor).  This  distinction  is  unfortunate;  a District  N\^se , 
armed  with  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  and  other  certificates 


is  naturally  arrxious  to  ^collect’'  as  many  "midwif ory”  cases 
as  possible  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  "maternity”  cases, 
resenting  the  presence  of  a douL^or  as  a reflection  upon  her 
own  competence.  However  competent  the  District  Nurse,  there 
are  good  reasons  for  the  presence  of  the  family  doctor,  espec- 
ially during  a mother's  first  confinement. 

5 . Health  Visiting. 

The  two  District  Nurses  of  Knighton  in  addition  to  their 
other  duties  undertake  those  of  "Health  Visitors". 

Thirty-seven  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  were  visited 
once  a month,  v/ith  the  purpose  of  giving  ad  hoc  advice  to  mothers 
on  problems  of  feeding  and  rearing  their  infants. 

Thirty-five  pre-school  children  aged  one  to  five  v/ere  simil- 
arly visited  once  a quarter. 

During  these  visits  mothers  were  urged  to  have  their  infants 
vaccinated  and  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 

Expectant  mothers  were  visited  once  a month. 

One  of  the  District  Nurses  is  about  to  take  a year’s  course 
in  Health  Visiting  at  Brighton  with  the  intention  of  taking  the 
Health  Visitors'  Certificate. 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 


Age 

Periods . 

Diphtheria 

Immunisation. 

Whooping  Cough 
Inoculation. 

Vaccination . 

Under  1 year 

20 

14 

15 

Age  1 ye  ar 

1 

6 

Age  2 ye  ar  s 

1 

1 

- 

Age  3 ye  ar  s 

- 

1 

- 

Age  4 years 

- 

- 

- 

Age  5 9 years .... 

- 

- 

Age  10  - 14  years.. 

- 

- 

: 

Age  15  plus 

! 

Total 

22 

22 

15  I 

J 


Forty-six  per  cent  of  children  born  during  the  year  were 
vaccinated  against  smallpox  as  compared  with  28%  for  the  County. 

By  using  a combinod  Dlptheria-Whooping  cough  prophylactic 
it  is  now  the  practice,  with  parental  consent,  to  immunise  an 
infant  against  both  illnesses  silutaneously . This  requires  a 
total  of  three  injections  at  Intervals  of  one  month. 

The  immunisations  and  vaccinations  are  done  either  in  the 
Infant  Viielfare  Clinic  or  in  the  Doctor’s  surgery. 


7. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 


These  are  held  in  the  Knighton  Church  Hall  at  2.30  p.m.  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  each  month,  and  are  conducted  by  one  doctor, 
both  District  Nurses  and  two  or  more  voluntary  helpers.  Attend- 
ances are  tabulated  below. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  a second  clinic  was 
conducted  by  your  Medical  Officer  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  the 
month. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 


TTo.  of  Meetings. 

r- — 1 

1st .Quarter . 

2nd .Quarter . 

— 
3rd .Quarter . 

4th. Quarto 

>^o.  of  Meetings. 

5 

6 

3 

3 I 

Doctor  present. 

5 

6 

3 

3 i 

Aver.  No  of 

' 

Voluntary  Helpers 
Infants  under  One 

2 

2 

3 

2 I 

a)  New  Cases 

9 

12 

6 

9 

b)  Attendances 

15 

18 

10 

20 

c)  Old  Cases 

18 

24 

17 

11  ! 

d)  Attendances 

58 

49 

32 

26 

Infant  1-5  years. 

I 

« 

a)  New  Cases 

4- 

1 

1 

1 

b)  Attendances 

8 

3 

2 

1 

c)  Old  Cases 

26 

25 

20 

26 

d)  Attendances 

78 

53 

40 

' 

50 

Total  Attendances 

15  9 

123 

84 

97 

i 

Comment.  With  the  approval  of  both  General  Practitioners  and 
with  the  support  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
negotiations  for  the  hire  of  suitable  rooms  in  the  Knighton  Town 
Hall  were  begun  in  the  summer.  Provisional  agreement  was  reached, 
but  arrangements  v/ere  cancelled  by  the  U.D.C.  wheryit  was  realised 
that  twice  a month,  perambulators  and  crying  babies  v/ould  disturb 
the  clerical  staff  of  the  Town  Hall. 

These  negotiations  were  begun  at  the  instance  of  your  Medical 
Officer.  Parents  had  objected  to  undressing  their  infants  in  the 
low  temperature  of  the  examination  room,  and  the  Medical  Officer 
considered  the  premises  dusty  and  unhygienic;  the  environment 
was  more  suitable  for  the  social, cup  of  tea  and  the  display  of 
baby  foods  etc.  than  to  the  immunisation  and  clinical  examination 
of  naked  babies.  The  work  previously  done  at  the  second  clinic 
is  now  done  unofficially  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  surgery  every 
Wednesday  at  2 p.m.  except  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  the  month 
when  the  Antenantal  patients  attend. 

8 . Knighton  Schools. 


A.  The  Primary  School  was  built  in  1862  and  there  have  been 
few  structural  alterations  since.  During  the  year  it  became  a 
Voluntary  Controlled  School,  and  electric  lighting  has  since  been 
installed.  Two  hundred  and  five  children  attend  the  school 
(about  170  from  the  Knighton  U.D.).  Washing  arrangements  remain 
primitive,  but  fortunately  childrens’  natural  disinclination 
to  wash  gives  the  one  enamel  basin  and  tte  one  hand  towel  loss 
use  than  they  might  otherwise  have . 

The  District  Nurses  do  one  routine  school  cleanliness 
inspection  each  month,  and  report  that  only  a few  cases  of 
infestation  were  found.  Classes  vary  in  size  from  forty-seven 
children  to  thirty-two,  but  following  the  recent  addition  of 
another  teacher  to  the  staff  classes  will  be  reduced  to  about 
thirty. 

There  have  been  no  serious  epidemics  of  infectious  disease 
and  no  deaths  amongst  Knighton  school  children  during  the  year. 

One  female  teacher  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  only  two  positive  reators  were  detected  by  the 
Mantoux  survey  of  child  contacts,  and  in  neither  of  them  was 
there  XRay  evidence  of  lung  illness.  Some  months  later  one  of 
these  contacts  developed  Tuberculous  Meningitis  from  which  he 
recovered  after  hospital  treatment. 
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The  mobile  Dental  Unit  visited  the  school  for  the  first 
time  for  a week  in  September  when  180  inspections  were  made. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  future  the  services  offered  by  the 
periodic  visits  of  the  Mobile  Dental  Unit  will  be  used  both  by 
Expectant  mothers  and  mothers  of  pre-school  children. 

B.  The  Secondary  Modern  School  is  a nev/  building  and  presents 
no  public  health  problem. 

9.  Infectious  Diseases. 


During  the  year  the  undermentioned  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified  to  me  as  occur ing  in  the  area. 


1 

Scarlet 
Fever . 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Measles . 

Chicken 
Pox , 

Whooping 

Cough 

j..  , 

Pood 

Poison- 

ing 

Acute  1 
Polio.  1 

1 

2 

! 

2 

5 

10 

1 

3 



1 ! 
4 

10. 


Tuberculosis . 


At  the  end  of  the  year  11  males  and  5 females  were  in  the 
Register.  One  woman  aged  thiry-two  had  died  from  advanced 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  As  reported  in  Section  8,  two  classes 
of  primary  school  children  who  had  been  taught  by  a school 
teacher  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  the  subjects 
of  a Manto-ox  Survey.  Two  positive  reactors  v/ere  detected,  one 
of  whom  subsequently  developed  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

Prevention . 50^  of  Knighton  householders  purchase  "Tuberculin 

Tested"' mTlit . B.C.G.  Immunisation  is  not  yet  offered  to  school- 
leavers  or  to  any  category  of  persons  other  than  Man  toux  negative 
child  contacts.  One  child  contc'^t  has  been  so  Immunised. 

After  C are . In  their  capacity  as  Health  Visitors  the  District 
Nurses  have  visited  16  cases  in  their  homes. 

Emphyment . - Insufficient  information. 

Case  finding  surveys  and  schemes  to  ascertain  and  follow  up 

early  cases  among  children No  such  surveys  or  schemes  have 

been  attempted. 


11 . Epileptics  and  Spastics . 

The  very  few  epileptics  are  capable  of  living  ordinary  lives 
and  do  not  require  the  special  facilities  available.  There  are 
no  spastics. 

12.  Blind  Persons. 


During  the  year  one  nev/  case  (male)  was  added  to  the  Blind 
Register.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  12  persons  (7  male 
and  5 female)  on  Register. 

The  Radnor  Association  for  the  Blind  organises  social  gather- 
ings and  Outings  and  undertakes  certain  visitational  work.  In 
addition,  all  blind  persons  are  visited  each  month  by  the  District 
Nurses  serving  the  Urban  Area. 

13.  Mental  Defectives. 


One  case  is  regularly  visited  by  the  District  Nurses.  Two 
others,  sisters,  wore  accomodated  in  Knighton  Hospital  for  some 
months,  but  were  not  Knighton  residents. 

14.  National  Assistance  Act  1948. 


Two  persons,  mother  and  child,  were  removed  to  Knighton 
Hostel  as  being  temporarily  in  need  of  care  and  protection; 
within  a few  days  they  were  able  to  return  to  their  home  in 
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Knighton. 


in  addition  nine  other  persons  normally  resident  outside 
the  U«D.  were  admitted  to  the  hostel  under  the  terms  of  the  Act. 

1 5 . Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment , 

cases  were  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  during  the  year 
either  as  Certified  or  Voluntary  patients,. 

16.  Home  Nursing. 

The  nursing  of  general  medical  cases  forms  a large  part  of 
the  work  of  the  two  District  Nurses,  who  between  them  made  2,972 
attendances  in  the  year  for  this  purpose.  These  figures  include 
attendances  upon  the  chronic  sick;  these  are  usually  more  time 
consuming  than  other  visits,  and  averaged  at  least  two  per  day 
for  each  nurse. 


17 . Domestic  Help. 

Four  homo  helpers  were  supplied  during  the  year. 

18.  Knighton  Hospital. 

Chronic  sick  and  infim  persons  v/ho  cannot  bo  cared  for  at 
home,  with  the  help  of  relatives,  district  nurses,  and  homo  helps 
are  offered  accomodation  in  Knighton  Hospital;  v/hich  during  the 
year  admitted  62  patients,  exactly  half  of  whom  (31)  were  resid- 
ents of  Knighton. 

The  long  established  prejudice  in  Knighton  against  admission 
to  the  local  hospital  is  gradually  being  overcome.  In  this 
connection  it  is  relevant  to  mention  that  although  13  patients 
died  in  Knighton  hospital  during  the  year,  37  were  discharged 
alive.  Partly  in  order  to  familiarise  residents  with  the  local 
hospital  it  is  now  the  practice  to  treat  minor  injuries  there. 

19.  Transport. 

Knighton  Am.bulance  ... 

^Apart  from  its  capital  cost  and  depreciation  the  Ambulance 
Service  cost  £221.  5.  9.  during  the  year.  It  made  84  journeys, 
covered  5,048  miles  and  was  called  out  76  times  for  illness, 

11  times  for  accident. 

Sitting  Case  Transport 

At  least  77  car  journeys  were  made  in  respect  of  illness  or 
accident  affecting  Knighton  residents. 

An  analysis  of  figures  for  one  firm  which  undertook  these 
journeys  indicates  that  the  total  cost  for  28  journeys  was 
£67.  14.  3.  (or  about  £2.  8.  0.  per  journey),  including  £5.  17.  0 
payments  for  drivers’  "waiting  time"  at  hospitals. 

20.  Deaths. 


There  were  37  deaths  (20  male,  17  female).  Of  the  29  deaths 
registered  in  Knighton,  the  youngest  was  that  of  a young  man 
aged  25,  who  suffered  from  congenital  malformation  of  the  heart; 
in  the  third  decade  there  v/as  one  death  (a  young  woman  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis);  in  the  fourth  decade  one  death  (a 
man  suffering  from  Rheumatic  Heart  disease);  in  the  fifth  decade 
2 deaths  (cancer  of  the  lung  and  coronary  thrombosis  respectively) 
The  majority  of  deaths  (19),  had  attained  their  three  score  years 
and  ten. 


21 • Overcrowding . 

a)  The  number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 
together  w'ith  the  number  of  families  and  the  number  of  persons 
dwelling  therein;  3 dwellings,  3 families, 11  persons  (4,  4,  7). 


t) ) The  number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reportedi  none. 

c)  The  number  of  cases  of  overc; i:’owding  reLieved  and  the  number 
of  persons  concerned | one  - four  persons. 

d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwe  11  ing -’1  ous e s in  respect 
of  which  the  loca],  authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  ovei  crowding  have  again  becorra  overcrowded,  none. 

e ) Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  conditions  in  relation 
to  overcrowding  upon  which  it  is  considered  desirable  to  report. 
The  three  families  ore  deemed  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  bo  over- 
crowded in  the  sense  that  two  persons  of  opposite  sexes  and  over 
the  age  of  ten,  not  being  husband  and  wife,  must  sloop  in  the 
s amo  r o om . 


22. 


Pood. 


Meat,  ITilk  and  other  foods.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 

Milk;  there  are  approximately  700  householders  in  the  U.D. 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  supplied  to  500  households;  the  other 
200  households  purchase  Pasteurised  milk. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood.  Butchers’  and  Pish  Shops, 
and  meat  and  fish  exposed  for  sale  therein  v/ere  inspected  twice 
weekly  and  on  other  ccasions,  some  unsound  fish  and  meat  being 
voluntarily  surrendered.  Other  food  shops,  hotel  kitchens, 
resturants,  bakeries,  food  vans  and  milk  dairies  were  frequently 
inspected  and  some  unsound  food  voluntarily  surrendered.  Section 
13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  Byelaws  made  under  Section 
15  of  the  Act  were  generally  observed,  only  two  actions  relating 
respectively  to  clothing  and  handling, wore  necessary.  No  action 
was  necessary  under  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  ccc)  Regulaticrs 
which  appeared  to  be  carefully  observed.  Structur-al  and  sanitary 
improvements  were  carried  out  at  six  premises. 

Slaughterhouses  ; 52  inspections. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


,,  - — J. 

Cattle 
excluding 
Cows . 

Cows . 

Calves . 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 
No . inspected 

120 

47 

18 

3445 

165 

before  slaughter 
No . inspected 

120 

47 

18 

3445 

165 

after  slaughter 

ALL  DISEASES 
EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS 
V\fholo  carcases 

120 

47 

18 

3445 

165 

condemned 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

1 

i 

1 

2 

53 

was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the 
No.  inspected 

30 

25 

3 

202 

9 

affected  with  disc  as 
other  than  tuberculc 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 
Whole  carcases 

b 26 
sis 

55 

28 

7 

5 

f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

condemned 

1 Carcases  of  which 
1 some  part  or  organ 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

^ 1 

• was  condemned  j 2 

Percentage  of  the  j 

! No . inspected  affected 

5 

1 

4 1 

. i 

1 with  tuberculosis 

1 ^ 

13 

1 

! _ 

i 

i ^ ! 

! . 4. 
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Clean  Food  Campaign.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  Reports 


1.  tlumoer  of  Pood  Premises  in  the  area 

Caterers  Confectioners,  swe<.-^:s  and  ice-cream  12 5 Poultry  and 
Game  1;  Pried  Pish  and  chips  and  Presh  Pish2  (and  a Market  Stall); 
Provision  Merchants  (Grocery  and  Greengrocery)  13|  Butchers  Shops' 
5;  Board.’: ng  Establishments  2;  Canteens  3 (2  School,  1 Pactory)| 
Hotels  and  Licenced  Premises  8;  Egg  Packing  Station  1;  Milk 
Dairies  2, 

2.  Humber  of  Pood  Premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act  ; - 

a)  Potted,  Pressed  Pickled  and  Preserved  Pood,  9. 

b)  Ice-cream,  7 (of  which  6 are  for  pre-packed  ice-cream). 

3.  Registered  Pood  Premises  described  under  2a)  above  were  each 
inspected  twice  weekly  with  additional  inspections  at  two  of  the 
premises  where  trouble  with  the  refrigerators  was  observed  and 
dealt  with  and  improved. 

Storage  of  waste  food  awaiting  collection  was  obtained. 

Generally  speaking  the  occupiers  of  these  premises  maintain 
a very  high  standard  of  hygiene  and  none  of  the  food  is  directly 
exposed  to  the  street.  Registered  Pood  Premises  described  under 
2b)  above  were  inspected  weekly  and  these  complied  with  the  Ice- 
Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc)  Regulations,  1947  and  1952. 

4.  The  Radnorshire  Pe‘'^ration  of  Womens’  Institutes  was  addressed 
by  the  County  M.O.H.  on  Clean  Pood  and  Pood  Hygiene. 

5.  Condemned  food  is  destro^/od  by  incineration. 

6.  No  special  examination  of  a stock  or  of  a consignment  of  food 
was  necessary,  but  an  assortment  of  canned  foods  and  some  unsound 
fish  was  condemned.  Arrangements  with  poultry  keepers  and  rabbit 
dealers  have  ensured  the  proper  disposal  of  poultry  carcases 
infected  with  fowl  paralysis  (visceral  and  os teope tropic  forms 
being  usually  observed)  and  of  the  viscera  of  rabbits  infected 
with  coccidiosis  (the  liver  form  being  fairly  common). 

Pood  and  Drugs  ''^t,  1938.  Sampling,  Knighton  1953. 


Article . 

Number . 

Number  Genuine . 

i Milk. 

4 

j Cheese , 

1 

! Jelly. 

4 

i Soup. 

2 

pickles  0 

1 

Spices  and  Herbs. 

4 

All . 

Dried  Peas. 

1 

C ake  Mixture . 

1 

Junket  powder. 

1 

Pish  and  Meat  Paste. 

3 . 3 

Ground  Almonds. 

1 1 

1 Dates  . 

1 ! 
• 

23. 

Water . 

Situated  where  Offa’s  Dyke  crosses  the  Elan  Valley  Acqueduct 
most  of  Knighton  obtains  its  water  supply  from  three  springs  near 
the  former,  12  houses  receive  their  water  supply  from  a well. 

Quant  112/- . Early  in  the  year  there  v/as  a shortage  in  the  higher 
Xevcls  of  the  tov/n,  particularly  when  town  water  was  being  used 
for  washing  down  the  livestock  market.  This  was  remedied  ey  using 
other  sources  of  water  for  cleansing  the  market.  There  was  also 
a shortage  of  v/ater  supply  to  two  dwellings  served  by  the  well: 
this  was  remedied  by  attention  to  the  pipes. 


s. 


( 


Quality.  The  water  has  no  pluraho  solvent  action. 

Bacteriology. 

1.  At  source.  Of  six  Bacteriological  Reports  on  water  at  the 
two  main  springs,  five  record  ’^presumptive  coliform"  counts, 
ranging  from  8,  If  and  25  in  Dscemoer  to  70  and  1,800  in  late 
funo , Faecal  ooli  were  found  in  two  specimens 

One  report  was  satisfactory,  showing  a presumptive  coliform 
count  of  2 . 

Bacteriologically,  the  well  water  obtained  from  the  collec- 
ting chamber  is  unsatisfactory,  giving  a presumptive  coliform 
count  of  300  and  faecal  coli  17 o 

2.  After  chlorination. 

Three  samples  of  the  Town  Hall  tap  water  taken  in  July, 
September  and  October,  gave  presumptive  coliform  counts  0, 
(highly  satisfactory),  25  (unsatisfactory),  and  5 (suspicious). 
Faecal coli  8 per  100  ml.  were  found  in  September. 


Similarly  four  s^’-nples  from  houses  just  outside  the  boundary 
of  the  Urban  District,  but  supplied  by  Knighton  Town  Water  Supply, 
gave  the  following  figures 


B.  Coll. 
' 

Faecal  Coli. 

■ 

Remarks. 

April 

2 

0 

Satisfactory. 

July 

180  plus 

180  plus 

Uns  atM*  actory . 

August 

13 

3 

Unsatisf  actory. 

September 

13 

5 

Uns  atisf  actory. 

Filtration.  There  is  no  filtration. 

Chlorination.  Hypochlorite  solution  is  mechanically  Injected 
at  two  points,  one  above  the  reservoir  and  the  other  below  it. 
Under  the  present  scheme  by  which  most  of  the  chlorination  occurs 
below  the  reservoir  it  is  impossible  to  quarantee  an  adequate 
contact  period. 

Taste . Complaints  have  been  occasioned  partly  by  high  concen- 
tr atibns  of  hypochlorite  in  attempts  to  counteract  the  inadequate 
contact  period:  partly  to  an  "iodoform”  taste. 

Comments . Protective  fences  and  other  works  were  undertaken  to 
safequard  the  sources  from  surface  contamination,  but  bacteriol- 
ogically satisfactory  water  cannot  be  obtained  without  radical 
changes  in  the  chlorination  scheme. 

24 . Sewerage  and  8^wage  Disposal. 

An  additional  sludge  bed  has  been  constructed.  The  humus 
tank  is  now  cleaned  by  mechanical  pump  Instead  of  by  hand. 
Detergents  have  produced  no  problem. 

The  Wales  Gas  Board  has  been  granted  permission  to  discharge 
liquor  from  the  local  Gas  Works  into  the  public  sewer,  subject  to 
appropriate  safequards. 

Following  complaints  from  the  Severn  River  Board  re  pollution 
of  the  river  Teme  by  sewage,  a tentative  agreement  v/ith  the  Clun 
Rural  District  Council  has  been  made  regarding  the  reception  and 
treatment  of  sewage  from  26  houses  in  the  Authod.ty’s  district. 
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Administration, 


The  s-abccmmitteos  of  the  Urban  District  Council  responsible 
for  Public  Health  Matters  are 

1)  Housing;,  Sanit.ation  and  Water. 

2)  Plans  and  Specifications. 

3)  Highways,  Streets  and  Lighting. 

4)  Markets  and  Car  Park. 

5 ) Cemetery. 

6 ) Estate . 

7)  General  Purposes. 

The  Sal'iried  full-time  staff  aro 

1)  Clifford  Richards  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

2)  Henry  Jones,  M.I.,  Mun.E.,  M.R.San.I,  Cert,  of  the  R.S.I. 
and  S.I.J.B.E. 

3)  J.E.  Thomas,  Rate  Collector. 

4)  Miss.  K.  Davies,  Clerical  Assistant. 

Part-time  staff. 

H.C.  Harley  M.A.,  B.M.,  B.Ch.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Employee  s ; - 

1 General  Foreman. 

2 Refuse  Collectors. 

1 Incinerator  and  sewage  works  attendant. 

1 Cem.etery  attendant 

1 Road  scavenger. 

2 General  Labourers. 

1 C ar  park  attendant  and  rodent  operator. 


V 


\ » 


